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Rumanian Granary and Oil Storage I
1 Depot Is In Immediate Danger I

: SECRETARY TUMULTY IS

CHARGED WITH BEING

i GUILTYJFLEAK RUMORS

Representative Wood Makes Public Letter From

New York Implicating President's Secretary,
Brother-in-la- w and Various Stock Opera-tor- s

Tumulty Demands Apology.

Washington. Jan. 5. Smouldering
rumors that somebody made money in
the stock market with "leak" informa- -

about the sending of President

Itk-- peace note, blazed up at a
session of the house rules

committee today at its first hearing
on Representative Wood's resolution
for investigation.

Specificially declaring he made
charges against no one and was pre-
senting only information that hod
come to him. Wood brought in the
names of Secretary Tumulty, "a Mr.
Boiling, a brother of President Wil-
son's wife," who he did not further

ft identify. Bernard Baruch, a New York
stock operator; Otto H Kahn Loeb
and company, Thompson and McKln-no-

and Laruson brothers and com-
pany. Chicago Rrokers, W. E. F. Hut-to- n

& Company. New York brokers,
and F. A Connolly and company, a

I local brokerage house in which Wood
said the "Mr. Boiling," he referred to
was a partner.

g I Information in Letter.
v.?- Much of his information, Wood 6aid,

came in a letter irom A Curtis, an
Independent New York stock oper-- ,

ator.
Wood disclaimed intention to give

the impression that he believed Mr.
Tumulty or any one else, profited by

I the leak; that he was merely
stating what had come to him; that
he realized danger of making such
statements in public and for that rea-- J

son he had preferred to make his
statements in public and for that rea-- '
son he had preferred to make his
statement in secret session which the!
committee denied.
"At the conclusion of today's session,1

Chairman Henry announced that Sec-- 1

retary Tumulty would appear without
. subpoena and that subpoenaes should

be ordered for Baruch and Curtis. Rep- -

resentative Gardner of Massachusetts
who has joined in Wood's agitation for
investigation. will be heard tomor-
row and Thomas W. Lawson will be
heard Monday.

Tumulty Demands Apology.
When Secretary Tumulty learned

that Representative Wood had men
tioned his name he Issued a formal
statement demanding a public apology'
and denying flatly that he even knew
of the president's peace note before
It was made public.

Secretary Tumulty's statement fol-

lows :

"I am very glad to sav publicly that'
I did not know of the existence of
the president's note on peace until
the newspapers were informed.

Peace Note Kept Secret.
' "Very frequently the president, who

knows that I am bombarded by news-
paper men and others for information.

I naves me embarrassment by keeping
I matters absolutely secret. In fact I

have often suggested that 'this be
done.

"I have not been at the Biltmore
in a year; never talked about peace
with Mr. Baruch before, or after, the
peace note was sent and never lunch- -

cd with him In my
"1 have met him as 1 have a great

many good friends from time to time
in hotels, at the theater and else-- !

where.
"I think Mr. Wood owes me a public

apology for mentioning my name at
all merely on hearsay and rumor."

, Washington. Jan. 6 The names of
Joseph P. Tumulty, secretary to Pres-iden- t

Wilson, and Bernard Baruch, a
"Ww New York stock market operator,

M were linked at the house rules com- -

0 mlttee hearing today by Representa
tive Wood of Indiana, author of the
resolution for investigation of whether
there was a leak on information of
President Wilson's peace note.

Wood qualified his statement with a

declaration that what information ho
had was only hearsay.

Representative Wood also declared
that a Washington brokerage firm, P

.'A. Connolly and company, of which
,'"a Mr. Boiling," a brother of Presi-
dent Wilson's wife, is a member, had
profited by stock transactions during
the market flurry. Their deals were
transacted by the New York firm of
E. F. Hutton and company. Wood said

"I am informed," Representative
Wood testified." that Barney Baruch
had Information about the note of the
European belligerents two or three
days before it was sent and that on
two or three occasions about that
tlni'j, he was in consultation with Mr.

a Tumulty at the Biltmore hotel in New
- York."

Baruch Sells e

Bennett of New
hYqrk, a member of the committee, aid

t

on the floor Wednesday that Baruch
was reported in New York to have soid
short 15,000 shares of steel on a ris-
ing market shortly before the note
was made public. .t the outset of the
hearing Representative Campbell of
Kansas moved to subpoena Secretary
Lansing, Secretary Tumulty, Baruch
and Thomas W. Lawson. He was pre- -

vailed upon by other members to with
draw his motion, but he said he would
make it again later,

j Representative Wood objected to
testifying in public and said most of
the statements he made were based
on information in a letter to him from
A. Curtis, a Wall street broker. He
did not have the letter with him, but
said he would produce it later

The rules committee, after a brief
executive session, announced that sub-
poenas had been ordered for the ap-
pearance of Bernard Baruch and A.
Curtis, a Wall street broker, mention-
ed by Representative Wood in his tes-
timony. They probably will appear
Monday.

Confidential Telegram Sent.
Wood testified he had been inform-

ed that on Wednesday. December 20
which was prior to the publication of
the note, a confidential telegram had
been sent by R. W. McKinnon of
Thompson and McKinnon. brokers of
Chicago, to Ralph H Hartley, maana-ge- r

of their branch at Oskosh, Wis.,
advising him that the president would
have a message of importance soon
and that he should advise friends and
patrons of his office to sell short on
stocks. S. B. Friday of Oskosh was
named b Wood as his informant

Early in the afternoon of the 6ame
day, Wood said he was informed Lam-so-

Brothers' branch brokerage office
in LaFayette. Ind., also received in-

formation from Chicago thai 'he pi s
ident was about to send a "peace
note."

Would Subpoena Otto Kahn.
Representative Wood requested that

Otto Kahn of Kuhn, l oeb and compa-
ny, New York, be subpoenaed and in-

terrogated regarding what advance in
formation he had, if any about the
note.

A resolution to ask the New York
stock exchange to preserve all its
books and papers from December 10
to the present date and another to
make the same request of W. B Hibh?
and company and any brokers In
Washington, were approved by the
committee.

"I have information also," Repr
sentatlve Wood told the eonimittee.
"that an exchange firm L?re known
as F. A. Connolly and company, of
which Mr. Boiling, a brother of the
president's wife, is a member, engag-
ed in profitable transactions during
the recent flurry. Their dealings on
the stock exchange were made through
Hutton and company of New York,
reputed to be one of ihe largest spec-
ulative concerns in Wall street "

Information From Broker.
Asked by Representative Henry for

the source of his information, Mr.
Wood said that most of it came from
"Mr. A. Curtis, a broker and stock
dealer in Wall street."

' Who gave you the information
about Barney Baruch and Mr. Tumul-
ty?'' Representative Henry asked.

"That came from Curtis."
"Did you see him and where?"
"No, I never saw him," Mr. Wood

replied "That came to me in a let-
ter."

Asked for the letter the congress-
man said he did not have it with him
but would got it later

"Where did you get your informa-
tion about the Connolly firm and the
Mr. Boiling you spoke of?"

"That has been a common rumor
prevalent for several days," said Rep-

resentative Wood. "I heard it from
several sources but don't remember
Just where "

"You certainly must have received
it from some one."

"Yes, but I don't think I can recall
just who told me that. I heard it
many times. I haven't taken th
names of all persons who gave me in.
formation."

Wood Makes no Charges.
Here Representative Wood inter,

rupted the questioning to say
"I have said and 1 wash to say again

at this time that I have made and am
making no charge against any ono.
I am merely giving you information
1 have received."

"What public position has Bernard
Baruch?" asked Representative Camp-
bell, ranking Republican of the com-

mittee.
"1 understand he is a member of

the Council of National Defense."
"Dou you have memorandum as to

date of the alleged conference between
Mr. Baruch and Secretary Tumulty at
the Biltmore hotel?" Mr. Campbell

j continued.
"I don't remember but it is stated

in this letter from Curtis."
In these conference between Tu

multy and Baruch what is meant to be
implied by the word conference?"

'asked Representative Garrelt, a Demo-- ,

Icratic member of the committee.
"Only that they were seen talking

together and registered together," said
j Wood.

"Of course you have no Informs
tion as to what they talked about?"!

"No, I have not."
Members of House Not Involved.
Referring to the inclusion in Mis

' resolution of reference to Thomas
W. Lawson's telegram hinting that
members of congress sought to dodge!

Ian inquiry. Representative Garrett
asked if Wood had any information
in any way indicating that members

'of the house were involved in the
"leak" transactions.

"I have no information whatever
Involving 'he n.ime of any member of
the house," Wood replied I know

j of no member of the house being
mixed up in this stock crash."

"I understand you to say that a
firm In Washington known as Connol-- !

ly & Company profited by alleged
transactions." Representative Garrett
said. "Can you state where you got
that information?"

"No more than it wag common ru.
mor."

"Is there anyone you know who
mighl be subpoenaed in this connec-
tion?"

"No one except Hutton & Company "
In response to further questioning'

Wood said he understood Hutton &
Company were the New York repre- -'

Isentatives of Connolly & Company.
Wood said he had consulted Secre-

tary Lansing regarding a reported
leak of the president's note, either
before or after ho introduced his reso
lut ion. Mr Wood also said he had
other Information and had sent a num- -

ber of letters and elegrams to various
persons inquiring about it

Representative Harrison of Missis--
sippi suggested that the witness
should give dates of publication of the
note and other details

Mr. Wood replied that the crash in
the stock exchange came or rather
culminated on Thursday , December
21, and that the peace message had
been received for publication bv the
Association Press at 12 05 o'clock that
morning for morning papers of that
day.

Representative Harrison tried to
bring out that in the forty-eigh- t hours
between the time the peace note was
forwarded and published, Information
regarding it could have come back
from the foreign powers to some of
the embassies here. Mr. Wood said
he had heard some intimation to that
effect, but could not say who told
him. He also Bald he had heard an
intimation that the German embassy
in thiB country had gotten that in
formation back here.

Mr. Harrison referred to Secretary
Lansing's conterence with newspaper
men on the morning of 20
and suggested that at the conference
there were representatives of the Wall
Streot Journal and Financial America
present at that conference and that
their duties were to get all tips that
would affect the stock market. H
added that "theye journals are malm
tained by stock brokers," and suggest,
ed it might have boon that those
financlnl reporters sent telegrams to
their offices and that that was the
way the information got out.

Mr. Wood replied ho did not know
about that and all he had heard was

that Secretary Lansing told those at
the conference that there might be
some important information later.

Mr. Wood denied that he had any
conference with administration offi-
cials before introducing his resolution
although he had talked about it with
some congressmen.

Representative Garrelt insisted on
Knowing what was the exact charge,
back of the resolution.

Mr. Wood replied that the rumor
was current that there was a leak in
the state department, or in some ad-

ministrative office, as to the send-
ing of the note and "that the leak
went to the friends of the adminis-
tration and that, acting on that in-

formation they profited by it."
He added that he had no informa-

tion as to how the leak occurred, or
from whom it came and that the best
he had was rumors.

"I have no names others than those
I have already given," he added.

Representative Wood later produc-- j

ed the letter he received from Curtis
and it contained no address It was
written on plain paper which contain-- J

ed no letter head, it was dated "New
York," and simply signed "A Curtis."
In the upper left hand corner noted
in pencil was the memorandum "Wall
street broker."

Shortly before the committee ex-

cused Wood and went into executive
session, Chairman Henry, Wood and
various members of the committee en-
gaged in a heated exchange over
bringing Secretary Tumulty's name
into the proceedings without consult-
ing him.

"Do you charge." Representative
Henry inquired, "that Mr. Tumulty
probted by this advance in-

formation ?"

"No. I do not," Wood replied em-
phatically. "I do not chargo that any
one profited by it. I am merely telling,
you what has been told me.

"Don't you think," Mr. Henry con-
tinued, that it would have been bet-
ter for you to have submitted these
reports to Mr Tumulty beforo coming'
here and giving them out publicly?"

"Thai is the very reason 1 wanted
to submit these rumors in a private
session," replied Mr. Wood.

"I do not know Mr. Tumulty, and
therefore, 1 did not want to go to him.
He might have been offended at me,
a stranger, approaching him in that
way."

Representative Chiperfield of Illi-
nois objected at this point to Henry's
line of questioning and a general
wrangle which resulted in Henry re-
fusing to interrogate followed.

Representative Chiperfield then ask-
ed Mr. Wood if Barauch was a con-
tributor to the Democratic campaign
fund.

"I am informed," Wood said, "that
he contributed $35,000 to the Demo-
cratic national committee."

Again wrangling broke out afresh,
democrats objected and Republicans
contended that Baruch's contribution
was a very material fact in the

"Is there any effort on the part of
anyone pressing this investigation to
retard the efforts of the president to
bring about peaco?" demanded Chair-
man Henry.

"Not that I know of "Wood replied.
New York. Jafl. 5 The only "A.

Curtis" known to the New York stock
exchange as a broker is Allen Curtis
of the firm of Curtis and Sanger of
New York and Boston members of
the exchange. When inquiries was
made today aa to whether Mr. Curtis
was the broker referred to by Repre-
sentative Wood, the firm got in touch

( Continued on Page 6 )

WOMAN LAWYER IS TO BE ASSISTANT
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ILLINOIS

Miss Jeannetle Bates and her two adopted children.

Miss Jeannette Bates, woman lawyer of Ardmore, 111 , and village
attorney in that town, has just accepted a position as assistant attorney
general of Illinois. She is the second woman in the United States to have
such a position. She is a capable attorney. Her hobbies are children,
eardens and preserves.

Von Mackensen's Forces are I
Closing in on Braila From I

Both Sides of the Danube I
Bridgehead Position Protecting City Pierced by Austro-Germa- n Forces I

German and Bulgarian Troops Continue Advance Not I
Only Braila But Galata in Peril. I

The Rumanian Danube port of Bra-
ila, important as a granary and oil
storage depot, apparently is in imme-
diate danger from the converging at-

tacks of Field Marshal von Macken-sen'- s

forces on both sides of the Dan-
ube.

On the westerly side of the stream,
where Braila lies, the bridgehead posi-
tion protecting it has been pierced by
the Austro-Germa- forces, aceeirdinc
to today's German army headquarters
statement

To the east, across the river in
the German and Bulgarian

forces which captured the Matchin
bridgehead are continuing their ad-

vance toward the town.
This forward movement, moreover,

threatens not only Braila, but the town
Of Galata, twelve miles to the north,
the capture of which would deprive
the Russians of virtually their last
hold on the shores of the Danube west
of the Bessarabian boundary.

Von Mackensen's attacks on the
frontal line of the Sereth running
northwestward from Braila to which
line the Russo-Rumania- forces have
retired, are progressing successfully,
according to Berlin, which reports the
capture of two additional towns in the
Rimnik Sarat sector.

On the northern end of the front in
Russia the German lines have been
subjected to atacks in the Riga-Dvins-

district. The Russian offensive here,
centering in the vicinity of Friedrich-slad- t

is apparently of an important na-- 1

ture, Berlin reporting the fighting still
In progress.

Advanced Posts Engaged.
Paris, Jan. 5, noon. An official re-

port from the Macedonian front, issued
here today, says that engagements oc-

curred on Wednesday among advanced
posts in the sector held by the Ser
bians.

Active Artillery Fighting.
Paris, Jan. 5, noon was ac-liv- e

artillery fighting last night on the
Verdun front in the vicinity of Douau-mon- t

and Vaux, the war office an- -

nounces. Elsewhere the night passed
quietly.

The announcement follows:
"During the night tae artillery was

rather active in the sectors of Douau-rao-

anu Vaux.
"Twenty of our aviators last night

carried out various bombing expedi-- ,

tions. The enemy aviation grounds at
Matlgny, Harcourt, Flete and Bernes,
the railway stations at Pouilly. Athies
and Vlllecourt and the barracks at
Roye were bombarded with numerous
projectiles."

Entente Clausos Rejected.
London, Jan. 5, 3:35 p m. The

Greek government, acting in harmony
with the king, has decided to reject
certain clauses of the entente note de- -

manding reparation in consequence of
the rcemt lighting at Athens, Reuter's
correspondent at Athens telegraphs.

Paris, Jan. 5, 16:35 P m. The
by a submarine of the Greek

steamship Siripiros is reported In a
Havas despatch from Corunna. Spain.
Twelve men of the crew were saved
by the fishing boat San Jose.

A Havas despatch from El Ferrol.
Spain, says the captain and 12 mom-- :

bers of the crew of the Siripiros have
been-- landed on the beach at Cobas.

Russian Bridgehead Pierced.
Berlin, Jan. 5 (By wireless to Say

ville.) The Russian bridgehead posi-
tion before Braila was pierced yester-
day by Teutonic troops, the war office
announces Four Rumanian towns
were captured and 1400 prisoners were
brought in

Berlin, Jan. 5 (By wireless to Say-ville- .)

Russian troops began an at-
tack early this morning on German po-

sitions on the northern part of the
Russo-Gallcia- n front, north of Fried
erichestadt, the war office announced
today. The battle is still in progress.
Four Russian attacks near Dvinsk
were repulsed.
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SUCCEEDS HAY IN
THE LOWER HOUSE

Si

Tuoma W, Uwrtao.

MIA ON VERGE

OF ARMED RIOTS

Seditious Unrest Prevails in
Various Sections Indepen-

dent Cliques Responsible

MANY ILLITERATES

Trouble May Be Stirred Up at
Any Time By Local

Agitators.

Simla. India. Jan. (Correspond-
ence of the Associated Press.) Many
stories hae appeared at various times
to the effect that India was on the
verge of an armed revolt. Though the
revolution has not materialized, the
question of the real attitude of 'he
people furnishes material for specula
tion abroad. To all outward appear-
ances the traveler today finds India
as peaceful as America, but the waters
of sedition run deep and to learn the
facts a correspondent of the Associat-
ed Press has interviewed many peo-
ple American residents, British offi-
cials and busines men, Indian subjects
of varying rank in private life, and
conservative and radical Indian politi-
cians, both Mohammedan and Hindu.

The vast majority of the 315,000.000
Inhabitants are peace-lovin- folk who
are opposed to all ideas of revolution-
ary bloodshed The illiterate class
which forms the bulk of the popula-
tion, have little or no interest in pol-

ities. The educated people of the g

section whether they be ultra-radica- l

home rule advocates or not,
desire to remain a part of the British
empire, feeling that the protection of
Great Britain Is essential to the wel-
fare of India. Most of them look for-
ward to the time when India will occu-
py a position similar to that of Canada
and Australia; many assert India is
ready for the change now. but they all
hope to achieve their aims by peace-
ful methods, and in all events do not
desire a total severance from Eng-
land.

Seditious Unrest In India.
There is a certain amount of sedi

tious unrest in various sections, but
the people who harbor revolutionary-idea-

are declared to be negligible in
number. The cliques are more or less
Independent of one another and are
composed largely of men who have
received a smattering of European ed-

ucation. The majority have studied
with the idea of entering the govern-
ment service. Naturally there are not
euough ciil service positions to go
around, and as these men feel that
having acquired polish, they are above
returning to the trades of their fath
ers, they find themselves without
means of making a livelihood. For this
they blame the government. Idleness
brings them together for discussion of
their alleged wrongs and they prove
fertile ground for the really educated
professional agitator to work upon.

Of the totally illiterate people groat
numbers are still in the primitive state
and their minds operate along the
Bamo lines as did those of their ances-
tors centurios ago. Their thoughts
mainly concern their stomachs. If
they have had enough food to stay
their hunger and a pUice in the Bun
they aro content. The question of
who is ruling thorn does not bother In
the least. Many of them undoubtedly
never hoard of England, or any other
place outside their own little sphere,

and it would be difficult to convince
them that they ought to rise in arms H
to oust the governing power. I

In a country as vast as India there
is always a probability that local
troubles may occur. Things are quiet j

at the moment, but it would be unsafe
to predict that seditionists might not

'

stir up feeling which would result in
local disturbances tomorrow. Such
events have occurred since the begin-nin- g

of the war the most pretentious
attempt having been made in the Pun--

jab as the result of a conspiracy de-

veloped among the Indian emigrants
on lie Pacific coast of America, large- -

ly in California and Oregon. Between
five and six thousand seditionists
made their way home and into the H
Punjab where for months they vainly H
endeavored to cause general disaffec- -

tion among the Indian troops and the
people. There were murders and oth- -

er outrages but the attempt failed,
largely because the people, having no
sympathy with the movement, volun-
tarily turned to the aid of the govern-men- t

and helped arrest many of the
offenders. I

Aside from internal affairs is the H
question of the border tribesmen at
the north These are by nature a war-lik- e

folk and fighting is their business.
There have been a number of conflicts
between them and the government
forces since the war becan, but it is H
declared sufficient troops are main-taine-

in that section to deal with any
situation.

LEADS LIBERALS IN
GERMAN REICHSTAG

ft

Ernest Bossermam.

Major Ernest Basserman is the,
leader of the National Liberals in the
German reichstag. I

OWEN DENOUNCES I
PUBLICITY LAW I

Senator Declares the Present I
Measure Is I
Worthless. I

Washington, Jan. 5. The corrupt I
practices bill pending in the senate I
was the general subject of discussion H I
at a conference of the National Popu- - I I
lar Government league which opened H I
here today. Senator Owen of Okla- - H I
homa. author of the bill and president I
of the league, in an address character- - I
ized the present federal law, requiring
publicity for campaign contributions. I
as "quite worthless," and estimated H H
?25,0ou,000 had been spent in 1916 for H
influencing elections. "",r?ri, I

TODAY IN CONGRESS. IWashington, Jan. 5, H
Senate Met at noon. I

Senator Works continued his vale-- H
dictory Bpeech, attacking the adminls- - H
tration. H

House Met at 11 a m. H
Resumed consideration of the agn- - H

cultural appropriation bill. ll
Hearing on the reported "leak" in

connection with President Wilson's
peace note were begun before rules j

committee.


